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problem in its organization and, at least on two occasions, solicited a psychi-
atric opinion about certain phases of it. Our seven Negro psychiatrists were of
great assistance to us in helping understand the inherent problems. We cannot
ignore the fact, however, that the Army life reflected the widespread preju-
dices and discriminations of civilian life.
When the facts about Negro characteristics, ability, and desires are checked
against those which are credited to them, there are many, many discrepancies.
There is no basis from a scientific standpoint that the capacities or the abilities
of a Negro differentiate his capabilities from those of any other race. He
wants most to have an opportunity to get, hold, and advance on the job for
which he is capable and for which he is paid the prevailing wage. He wants
a decent place in which to live, good schools for his children. These desires
are a far cry from those attributed to him.
Most conspicuous in this neurosis is the fact that many of our white citi-
zenry make no effort to discover the real desires of the Negro. They have been
vividly presented and portrayed by numerous American Negroes, particularly
Richard Wright, in Native Son and Black Boy; or Spencer Logan in A Negro's
Faith in America. Nor will many persons permit themselves to examine ob-
jectively the findings of neutral observers like Gunnar Myrdal in The Amer-
ican Dilemma; or Horace Cayton and St. Clair Drake in Black Metropolis.
Equally to be decried are those individuals, many of whom are in political or
economic power, who give a lip service to the more enlightened point of view,
knowing full well that as long as theirs remains merely lip service, they are
defeating such progressive measures as are indicated.
In Springfield, Mass.,17 the combined efforts of school and community
have fostered understanding between people. Several states have laws against
discrimination in employment, using different means of enforcement. A sur-
vey of currently operating programs to reduce tensions among groups indicated
that many of our efforts are as yet untested, as to either scientific validity or
effectiveness, and that many research projects are needed in this area.18
Nor do we Americans have only the critical problem concerning the Negro
relationships. Other racial and religious minorities are subject to discrimina-
tion. Our hypocrisy was obvious in the mismanagement of our citizen Jap-
making a penetrating investigation of "Utiliration of the Negro Manpower in the Post-war
Army," a document known as the "Gillem Report," which was released through the Bureau of
Public Relations, 4 March 1946. From December i, 1941 through December i, 1946, approxi-
mately 970,000 Negroes served in the Army; peak strength was 703,000 on July 31, 1945.
17 "How Your Town Can Build Real Democracy," series of articles on the Springfield plan
printed as a public service by the Bridgeport Sunday Herald, distributed by The League for
Fair Play, Inc., n West 42nd St. New York 18.
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